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Popy crusade

& Aiming to
restore
Australia’s
once
dominant
position §

through costsaving technology, he said.

The new price comes on top of a 25 per cent
increase paid to farmers who grew last
season's small crop.

Mr Ritchie said acreages were likely to
increase to 5000ha or 6000ha in coming
seasons to meet $100 million worth of orders.

The company's factory at Mt Joy, near

, was opened by Primary Industries
Minister David Liewellyn on Tuesday.

TPl Enterprises first contacted the Tas-
manian  Poppy Growers Association and
regulators in 2005,

By August last year, it had all the necessary
federal and state povernment permits.

Until then, many industry players, includ-
ing association and Tasmanian Poppy Advis-
ory and Control Board figures, were openly
sceptical of the company’s commitment.
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TPl rides to poppy rescue
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Mr Ritchie in Febru-
ary last year revealed the
company'’s intention to
deploy breakthrough
technology to slash proc-
essing costs and reverse
a 75 per cent decline in
the industry’s value
since 2001.

He said the $7 million
factory would use pa-
tented technology that
steered clear of toxic,
cumbersome and envir-
onmentally unfriendly
organic solvents.

On Tuesday, Mr Ritch-
ie said the company
would invest a further
$10 million in research

- and manufacturing over
two years, adding 15 jobs
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WHITE KNIGHT: Jarrod Ritchie with part of last
season's poppy crop. Picture: BRUCE MOUNSTER

Mr Llewellyn con- process for extracting
gratulated Mr Ritchie for opium from the poppy”.
“rising to the challenge “Jarrod is aiming to
and identifying a cheap- restore Australia’s once

supplier of nearly half of
the world's controlled
and legally manufac-
tured morphine,” he
said.

“He has assessed that
the world market for
pain-relief produects is in-
creasing, thereby creat-
ing the opportunity for a
third successful poppy
producer in Tasmania.”

TPI enterprises was an
outstanding example of a
start up company, said
company chairman Ross
Dobinson on Tuesday.

“Some highly innova-
tive technology in an
extremely tight time
frame — their achieve-
ments are nothing short
of remarkable,” he said.



