Grower
response
‘positive’
to poppy
newcomer

By PETER SANDERS

The ontry of a third
player in the
Tasmanian poppy in-
dustry had the poten-
tial to ndd a new di-

mension to the
industry, Poppy
Growers ntion of

Tasmania president
Lyndley Chopping
said,

iNg WaS re-

that its
Cressy processing
plant was making
samples for customers
from this year's Fha
trinl crop, grown in the

North-Enst.
The company was
about to submit for an

confident that we can
reclaim that for
Tusmania.

“We're hopeful that
we'll be able to get
gome of the farmers
iwho have left the in-
dustry over the past
few years) on board.

“"We're hoping
shortly to be able to
confirm some substan-
tinl nreas — we've dane
a lot of market re-
search and are confi-
dent of getting those
orders.

Mr Ritchie said that
the response to TPI
from Tasmanian
farmers had been “very
positive”.

“The farmers are
keen to have oplions,”
he said.

“Over a four- to five.
year period we'll be
expanding from the
stage one facility,
ble of 10

expanded trinl crop of
10ha that would in-
clude growers from the
Cressy aren, he snid.
But TPl won't be
rushing into large-
seale production.
“There is no doubt
that there has been a
softening of the market
with eountries such as
Spain, Hungary and
Turkey planting large
areas,” he said.
“Australin was the
leading producer in
2001 in 2004
France became the
world’s largest grower
of — we're
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tonnes, all the way up
to stage four and about
100 tommes ... by
2010-2011."

My Ritchie said that
TPl would be able to
compete with countries
like Spain and Turkey
because of its lower-
cost, solvent-free ex-
traction process,

The ecompany re-
coivod an Anslndustry
sward last yoar for
“innovation in develop-
ing alternative theba-
ine poppies and en-
hanced extraction



